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Rev. Dr. Edwin T. Dahlber-g, President 
National Council of Churches of Christ 
e/o Stabler Hilton Hotel 
Hartford, Conn. 

Dear Dr. Dahlberg: 

It is a most unpleasant duty that after a long associa- 
tion with the National Council of, Churches of Christ and with 
the World Council of Churches I should have brought to vour 
attention the findings of the Executive Council of our multi- 
national organisation on the questions raised by the Cleveland 
s^hina statement. However, the issues at stake are rr.ucn '.ireate'* 
than our personal feelings and I have no choice but to s^and 
for my responsibilities as best as I understand them. 



:!e learned from the press that the General Hoard of 



\r s* • , ' w. * A -« « AJL i.U i. u I i. tho 

is going to hold its next meeting February 2? and 26 and 
that the train topic for discussion will be the above mentioned 
statement. The Executive Council of the American Friends ef the 
Anti-Bolshevik Bloc of Nations, Inc. decided that before this' 
meeting is held, the views of our association should be 
ferred to you and be -revealed to the press as well as to any 
ether person who is interested of these matters... 



The Executive Council found it a most unfortunate and 
distressful sien of cur times that one of the most res meet able 
and influential ecclesiastical bodies in this country, The Na- 
tional Council oi Chi; re ns s of Christ, should have been i mo 1 i 
cated in the Cleveland "China Statement", This Statement by 

no ras .^t} s ’ ex P resse d the dominant trend of political thinking in 
the NCCC under which sponsorship the Conference was held. The 
Executive Council found that the said Statement is but one link 
in the long chain of policy statements and actions of the NCCC 
and the // CC. These policies and these statements, formulated in 
Geneva, are faithfully carried by the NCCC and its agencies. 

One should place those policies under close examination in 
order to grasp the entire fellow- traveler ' s political con- 
cept behind them. It suffices to mention a few of the under- 
takings of those agencies, in order to reveal their line of po- 
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incl ^ nat i° n s . The visit of the Russian clergymen 

of ChnrPhf« nt ^ *? X ? 56 i s P° nsored b Y the National Co^cil 
?L?^ Che , S ’.. the . lncl " sion of Iron Cu rtain Churchmen in the 
Central and the Executive Committees of the World Council of 
Churches, in spite of the overwhelming opposition of their 

th * negotiations betSSen thf VfeJlJ cJSndl 

of Churches and the Russian Church for its inclusion in the 
World Council of Churches are but a few examples? TheSe facts 
are closely watched by all those who are interested in Ecu- 
menical affairs. These facts testify ,of a dangerous road of 

t - bias taken by the World Council of Churches and 
the National Council of Churches. The -China Statement- is 
or j, a logical sequence of a well understodd and well defined 
policy calculated to promote, the -Cause, of Communism against 
the cause of the enslaved nations. 

e . . The Executive Council found that the Cleveland -China 

s ir e ! s !? tha * we should find wa ys to live with the 
Communists: that the nations under Russian and Chinese domina- 

t ^u fu 6 4 n ° more a nd no less, Communists who compete with us 

y* 7 ° f 4 fe "! that “ condemned the Idea of mak?L 
opposition to communism the touchstone of our domestic and ini 
ternational policy; that it predicted, by seeing a "real houeV 
yJ? h C ?U ing °f a new Communist generation, pre-occupied morev 
with the problems of freedom than with ideological fanaticism; 
that the people of China are deprived, by the policy of non- 
recognition, of the possibility of forming a true image of the 
United States, assuming that the United States Government is 
fighting the people of China - not the Communist illegal govern- 
ment at China: that this policy holds the American people in 
"ignorance" of what is now taking place in China, 

4 uJil 6 Executive Council finds that human imagination, short- 
sightedness, misrepresentation, misinterpretation, blind de- 
featism and total ignorance of well known facts could not find 
a better expression than this statement. The members of the 
Executive Council found no comparsion between the courageous 
stand of the pre-war Ecumenists who did not hesitate to con- 
demn the barbarian system of naxism and the open advocacy of 
outright atheism and communist terrorism preached by the Cle- 
veland theologians. 

The Executive Council would have left without considera- 
tion this statement if it were not the names of the National 
Council of Churches of Christ and the World Council of Chu**ch*s 
that are involved. The leaders of these organizations have per- 
sistently emphasized the number of Protestant and Orthodox 
Churches behind them. It found that it should be most embaras- 
sing for every honest and sincere Protestant in this country who 
happened to have a more realistic understanding of the issues 
-reaped by the Statement oil China. More embarassing was found 
to be the position of the representatives of the Eastern Orthodox 
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bodles - « Is understandable that 

no Orth o^g clergyman, unless he is a paid agent of red nrona. 
ganda c<^^d tolerate a statement like that and will take the ne 

C 6 SSar f^L s ’ if he cares principles, honor and SLjtv t6 
Sf ChH id f 5 SS ?!i i £ tion with the Nati °nal Council of § Churches 
Chn^h« St ’ t 5 e Worl J C °uncil of Churches or the Commission of the 
Churches on International Affairs. ne 

, h]n } t shou J d be taken as excess of courage to mislead the cress 

thP fc wrr =r» ntry X th statements to the effect that the NCCC Sr 
the ,y/CC are speaking for more than 160 Protestant and Orthodox 
Churches when the policies of these bodies on matters of the sort 

?L?c?r la K d i? tatem ? nt are condemnsd and rejected by every single 
Christian believer irom this or the other side of the Iron Curtain, 

The Executive Council found it also difficult to understand 
Jhe leaders of the Ecumenical Movement in America had to aban- 
don the prophetic mission of the Church and to take the road to 
partisan politics of questionable value. Was It so dif f icult for 

C?A^"° 1 ^^ n UlSh J e i veen the small clique of the ruling "NEW 
CLASS in the Communist world and the millions of oppressed and 
doomed people, and was it so necessary for those five hundred de- 
legates to s.tep behind the "NEW CLASS" against the ordeal of those 
millions put on trial for the sake of Christ? Was It also abso- 

i? t S 1 ?h neC 2 S v a f?’ ^ hat instead of prayerful compassion the Cruci- 
fied Church behind the Iron Curtain should have been offered a 
kiss of betrayal by the bfbther Christians in America? 

The members of the Executive Council interpreted the poli- 

C ^ e f u fe ?T 0mniended ^ the c l eve land Conference as a repetition 
of the New Testament drama of the trial of Jesus Christ. Choo- 
sing to support the Communist cause against the cause of the 
enslaved nations is a repetition of the choice made by the 
mobs and the official religion of Baraba the criminal against 
Jesus Christ, the Son of God. This choice is, indeed, dishono- 
Christ * a nity and the Executive Council gave its unquali- 
fied endorsement of the declaration of one hundred clergymen 
signed in Chicago calling your attention to this aspect of the 
China statement. 



4 ® xecut i ve Council was especially concerned in conside- 

the Ecumenical stand on the matters of communism in the 
light of the latest call of Pope John XXIII for Church unity. 

It was pointed out that the policies of indulgence towards the 
Communist regimes will discourage the supporters of the Ecume- 
nical idea and will disillusion the Christians behind the Curtain. 



Taking into consideration these implications of the China 
Statement the members of the Executive Council of AF ABN urge 
you to exercize your influence with the General Board of the NCCC 
for the unconditional rejection of the said Statement. 



Most respectfully yours, 

Spas T. Raikin, Secretary-General. 



